An Encouraging Wordf .

Have you ever tried to answer
guestion, “What do you do?”
Professionally, one can respond with a sin
“'m a teacher”; or“I'm a nurse”; “I'm a
doctor, lawyer, Indian Rief...” However, i
you say, “I’'m a missionary; | am in fi-time
Christian ministry”; the question is repea
“Oh, how interesting, what do you dc
Again, if you say, “I'm a Pastor”; “I'm
Worship Leader;” or “I'm the Minister «
Youth;” people nod knowingly (whether tf
really understand or not!)

For some time | have been trying
answer the question, “What do | do?”
believe that God has given me gifts (I (
12:7411), and that | am instructed to “use tt
for the common gah” | believe God he
given me two particular gifts, i.e., teach
and encouraging. People understand
teaching is, so | only need to mention thai
teaching may occur in a retreat setting
prison environment, or a Sunday sct
classroom.

What does an encourager
Sometimes (hopefully more than less) pe
are encouraged by teaching. But is tha
only way to encourage others? As you
the remainder of this newsletter | will sh
some of the ways | have beencouraged ai
some of te ways God has used me
encourage others.

RIGHT: Cousin Kim
Crawford, from Idaho,
Brother Tom Petet from
lowa, and Nephew Greg
Petet from Florida
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