For wisdom as we
decide where John &
Joe will be educated
next year.

For direction and
confirmation about
how and what God
wants me to be
available to do in
ministry.

Pray for Miguel, an
inmate in a Mexican
prison who invited
Christ into his heart
and gave his
homemade rosary to
remind me to pray
for him.

Please pray for all
the inmates we met
in Mexico to grow in
their relationship with
Jesus.

Pray for the children
at Immanuel’'s Home
in Guadalajara.

HE IS RISEN! HALLELUJAH ! “I know that
my Redeemer lives, and that in the end He
will stand upon the earth. And after my skin
has been destroyed, yet in my flesh | will see
God. | myself will see Him with my own eyes
— I, and not another.” Job 19:25-26

As we approached Easter, | was thinking of
the subject of suffering. | have been reading
Job, and | completed a study of Job written
by a medical doctor (a woman who is a
pediatric oncologist). The stories she shares
about the children who are dealing with
cancer or other life-threatening conditions are
very moving, and encouraging.

We have continued the process of activating
ENCOURAGER MINISTRIES by meeting
monthly to pray for God'’s direction, and to
explore our options. Don had previously
written the By-Laws, Mission Statement and
Purpose Statement that we are evaluating
and modifying. We ask that you pray with us
toward that end also.

| went with the members of AVPC to
deliver dinner and Christmas gifts to the
men at Shepherd’s Fold, and many
warm and pleasant memories returned. |
committed to visit more often in the
months to come. Less than two weeks
later, a prayer request came via email to
pray for Joel Brumbach, who was having
to do all the cooking for the men by
himself.

Again, memories of all the meals we had
prepared and the lessons learned
returned, and as | shared those with my
sister llene we considered how (and if)
we might be involved in providing the
solution. In years past, llene and | had
cooked together more than once from a
cookbook we had obtained through
FOCUS ON THE FAMILY- ONCE A
MONTH COOKING.

| called Joel to see if he would be
interested in having someone come and
prepare a full month of entrée’s to put

Meanwhile, Encourager Ministries, Inc. is a
federally recognized tax exempt entity to
which you may make donations by check,
credit card or “on line”. llene is busy getting
the system programmed to automatically
send receipts and tax statements.

One obstacle we are facing is the result of my
failure to keep pace with all the
correspondence we received in 2006. As a
result, | may not have gotten everyone a
receipt on time for 2006 tax season. If that is
true in your case, please forgive me; the error
is entirely mine. If you are in need of a receipt
letter for tax purposes, please email the
Encourager Ministries website or call us at
205-815-9991. We will send that immediately.
Again, please forgive me if | have failed to
acknowledge or express my sincere
appreciation to you for your gifts. | do deeply
appreciate all that God’s people have done
for me.

into the freezer. He said it sounded like a
good idea, and we set aside two days to
meet at Shepherd’s Fold.

At our first meeting, we explained how it
worked, and then selected a two-week
menu as our “test”. Joel helped us to
pick out the ingredients he already had,
write a grocery list of a few items we
needed that he would purchase the next
morning.

Mary Kay in the Shepherd’s Fold Kitchen with
Joey... he was fascinated with the knives.



January 8, First Baptist
Church, Vicksburg, MS
- Gifted To Serve
Conference

January 12-14, Choices
Retreat in Texas with
Gloria Gaither

February 4, Interview
with Susan O’Donnell of
89.3 FM Radio Station
in Houston, Texas

February 10-14, Mercy
Ministries Conference
at the Friendly Hills
Church PCA, in North
Carolina

February 17-19, Petet
Sisters Retreat in
Missouri

February 20, Gideon
Pastor’s Appreciation
Banquet in Gulf Shores,
AL

February 23-25, Gulf
Coast Women's Retreat
Monroeville, AL

February 26, 7p.m.
EMI Board Meeting at
AVPC

March 8-18, Mexico
Mission trip Guad
Squad

April 5, Ladies Night
Out in Florence, AL

April 12-14, Life After
Fifty Conference in
Denver, Colorado

April 18-22, Missouri to
visit family

April 23, lllinois to visit
an Inmate Pen Pal with
whom MK has
corresponded for more
than 30 years!

NOTE: Do you have a
prayer request that we
can add to the above? If
so, please email it and
we will pray for you.

e

The next morning we arrived and went to
work, peeling, washing, slicing and
chopping various ingredients. Soon
aromatic smells permeated the kitchen
and wafted through the house. Everyone
who arrived would sniff the air and
comment, “Something really smells
good!”

It was nearly five pm before we left
several big cooking pots on the stove to
cool enough to put into the freezer. |
returned around seven to finish storing
the meals in plastic containers.

We had prepared 11 meals, and before
putting them into the freezer, we labeled
each with the name of the recipe,
cooking time needed and suggested side
dishes. Joel was delighted. He enjoyed
cooking, but entire afternoons were

%

%

consumed in just preparing one evening
meal for 20 to 25 men. Using the meals
we had prepared set him free for several
hours each week to spend time in study
and preparation for all the other things an
executive director needed to do.

If you are interested in learning about
this “cooking plan” and think you may
want to adopt as a ministry that you want
to provide to the men of Shepherd’s
Fold, please feel free to call us, and we
will be happy to share.
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May 8, Friendship
Grief Support
Meeting at Irondale
Cafe

May 12, 2 PM - Mary
Kay speaks at
Covenant Place (a
retirement/assisted
living facility) in
Birmingham, AL

May 14, 7 PM - EMI
Board Meeting at
AVPC

May 19, 11 AM -
Mother-Daughter
Lunch at Taylor
Memorial United
Methodist in
Chalkville, AL

May 20 & 21 - Coker
Cumberland
Presbyterian
Church, Pastor Tim
Long.

May 27, Mary Kay
will give her
testimony in the
morning service at
Owens Crossroads
Baptist Church in
Athens, AL for
Pastor John Norman

June 15-18,
Michigan for
Rachael’'s wedding

July 3-8, Toronto,
Canada for Prison
Fellowship’s
International
Convocation

July 12-16,
Chattanooga, TN

July 19-23, First
Baptist Church in
Lilburn, Georgia

July 27-31, To
Missouri for Bill &
Kathy Petet's 50"
Anniversary.
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Visit us at
$$$% %

At Rainbow Bridge

By the edge of a wood, at the foot
of a hill, is a lush, green meadow
where time stands still. Where
the friends of man and woman
do run, when their time on earth
is over and done

For here, between this world and
the next, is a place where each
beloved creature finds rest. On
this golden land, they wait and

they play, till the Rainbow

Bridge they cross over one day.

No more do they suffer, in pain or
in sadness, for here they are
whole, their lives filled with
gladness. Their limbs are
restored, their health renewed,
their bodies have healed, with
strength imbued.

They romp through the grass,
without even a care, until one
day they start, and sniff at the
air. All ears prick forward, eyes
dart front and back, then all of
a sudden, one breaks from
the pack.

For just at that instant, their eyes
have met; Together again, both
person and pet. So they run to
each other, these friends from

long past, the time of their
parting is over at last.

The sadness they felt while they
were apart has turned into joy
once more in each heart. They

embrace with a love that will
last forever, and then
side-by-side, they cross over...
together.

Inspired by a Norse legend

January 12 -15 | was in Texas where | had the privilege of being on a program with Gloria Gaither,
and was so impressed by her genuine humility and kindness. My sister Connie joined me for that
weekend and we had a delightful time together. Although the number of attendees was less than 200,
we saw God move in the hearts of the women who were there.

February 9-12 In North Carolina, | attended and participated in a Mercy Missions Conference at
Friendly Hills PCA, spoke in four separate prisons to pre-release inmates and have been invited to
come back (not by the inmates—by the Administration!)

February 16-19 | joined my four sisters, a sister-in-law, my daughter, daughter-in-law and
granddaughter, and several nieces for the first Women of Grace Retreat. As you know Mama’s hame
is Grace, and it is the first time all five of us sisters were together for anything other than a funeral.
We wanted to pass on the traditions of our family to the next generation, and we had such fun doing
itt We laughed and cried and sat in a huge outdoor hot tub together as we shared our favorite stories
and histories. It was the first time my daughter-in law had met many of our family members and her
comment was, “I didn’t know any family could be this big and diverse and still love each other enough
to want to spend a weekend together”.

March 8-18 Guadalajara, Mexico What an experience! Several months earlier, | had agreed to go to
Mexico with a group of church members in Phoenix, AZ who went every year. They had helped to
build and support an orphanage that was primarily children of inmates (Angel Tree children). We were
there for a full week, and during that time were witnesses to the power of God’s love manifested in
many ways. Some team members of the GUAD SQUAD painted, cleaned, and remodeled the
buildings. Some team members played with, entertained, held and loved on the children, others (like
myself) visited prisons (4 altogether) and accompanied children to visit their incarcerated parent,
while others visited “cardboard city” and fed the homeless, examined sick people, passed out
antibiotics and other medications. We slept in dormitories located at the YWAM base. (Youth With A
Mission). | speak no Spanish and was paired with a wonderful translator (Mary Burgess) who gave
such an awesome invitation at the prisons, many prayed to receive Christ into their hearts.

One very touching story (there are too many to tell them all) involved an 11-year-old girl who was
brought by someone to visit her mother at the prison we were visiting that day. She was told that she
would have to find someone else to pick her up and find another place to stay!! Do you have a son or
daughter or perhaps a grandchild who is 11? Can you imagine dropping them off at a prison with only
the clothes they wore? Can you imagine being a woman in prison whose child was in that situation
and you had no way to help her? Hilario and Melanie are the people who started Immanuel’'s Home,
and when the inmate mother saw our group, she came immediately to ask that her daughter be
allowed to stay at Immanuel’s Home. We went home with the 53rd member of that home, and there
had been no red tape, no papers to sign, no “Child Protection Services” present to oversee the safety
of this child. But Immanuel was there!!
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